Two patients died following the operation. In the other eight, surgical closure of the defect was thought at operation to be complete or almost complete in six. Following the operation the right atrium appeared smaller on radiography in four: pulmonary vascularity appeared to be less in four: the P wave in lead 2 of the E.C.G. was smaller in four: the systolic murmur in the pulmonary area ceased or became softer, suggesting a reduced blood flow through the pulmonary artery, in six: and exercise tolerance was increased in three of the five in whom it was reduced before operation. One or more of these changes occurred in every patient whose defect was repaired. It minutes of which a sample was taken. The infants did not over-breathe during the calection period on 15% oxygen and there was a rise in respiratory quotient which varies from 0 to 15%, increasing with age.
There was, however, a marked and significant fall in oxygen consumption of about 17%. This appears to be an observation not piously described.
WALTER HENDERso (York). 'Congenital Defects of the Skull with a Consideration of the Prognosis for Cranial Meningocoele.' A short series of cases of midline defects of the skull was described and illustrated with lantern slides. The great vaiation in size, shape and position of the bone gap in cases of cranial meningocoele was noted.
In contrast the radiological appearanes in congenital dermal sinus with intacranial dermoid cyst were demonstrated, and the need stressed for accurate radiology when this diagnosis was suspected.
Discussion of cases of cranial meningocoele showed that while a severe defect may preclude operative help there is much to be said for early operation in many cases. Follow-up of some cases for seven years showed that normal development was possible after operation and it was noted that in no case in the seris had the bone gap been filed in with bone substitute.
The need for a full dicussion with the parents of the implications and s of a cranial meningocoele was particularly strssed.
This seri demstrated the possible association of midline skull defects with other congenia defects, especially congenital defects of the cervical vertebrae; also with hydrocephalus, microphthalmia and craniostenosis.
THoAs STAPLETON and WILJJA B. MACDONAmD (London). 'Balance Studies during the Treatment of Idiopathic Hypercalcaemia-' Study of three cases of idiopathic hypercakcemia of infancy has shown ways in which the serum calcium can be lowered.
A synthetic calcium-free millk caused a fall in the serum calium and a negative balance, but the negative balance became much more marked when a calcium-free cereaL which had a high inorganic phosphorus and phytic acid content, was added to the diet.
Cortisone caused a fall in serum calcium, but the level rose again when the cortisone was discontinued. No si nt changes in the phosphorus or magnesium balance were found.
